NEW SOUTH WALES ) g NOV 1993

MINISTER FOR PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT

Mr. C.H. Pratten,
Chairman,
Nature Conservation Council of niy
New South Wales, 18 MY 1983
399 Pitt Street,
SYDNEY, N.S.W. 2000.

Dear Mr. Pratten,

Reference is made to your letter dated 11th August,
1983, concerning the proposed Wallaby Creek Nature Reserve.

The Director of National Parks and Wildlife has
advised me that the National Parks and Wildlife Service-
has had a long term proposal to dedicate a nature reserve
in the Wallaby Creek area.

The Service is certainly aware of the area't*s value
as a research resource containing as it does highly
interesting flora and highly significant wildlife.

However the considerable funds required to acquire
the lands concerned are not currently available nor is
it likely that the necessary funds will become available
in the foreseeable future.

Therefore, whilst the area's nature conservation
values are certainly recognised, early action cannot
be taken to dedicate the Wallaby Creek area under the
National Parks and Wildlife Act.

Yours sincerely,

Lie
SR BEDRORD — o

Minister for Planning
and Environment



o

11th August, 1983.

The Hon. E. L. Bedford, BA, MP
Minister for Planning and Environment
10th Floor

135 Mgquarie Street

SYDNEY NSW 2000

Dear Minister,

Re: Wallaby Creek

for the past five years the Council has been concerned at the management of
an area of Northern New South Wales, west of Urbenville, known as Wallahp
Creek.

This area, described by Dr. John Calaby of the C.S.I.R.0. as the richest
macrapod area in New South Wales, depends on an interesting sombination of
managemput of private grazing lands and neighbouring State Forests for the
maintenance of habitat for wildlife.

The private lands are presently on the market for sale, and the Council urges
you to authorise the National Parks and Wildlife Servico, as a matter of
urgency, to purchase these lands.

Wildlife management has been a neglected side of the Service's work since the
National Parks and Wildlife Zegfvias introduced - here is an opportunity for
the Service to take action to secure and manage exceptional wildlife habitat.
Because the macropod énvironment depends, in part, on the maintenance of
cleared, yot sensitively managed, grazinghutiiitaes,, it is envisaged by the
Council that, after purchase, the lands would be leased to a grazier, add we
understand that a sympathetic landholder already mmargess land in this way in
the area.

The Council is aware that the University of New England has had discussions
with the Service on this matter and that co-opesation has been sought with the
Porestry Commission of New South Wales.

As well as seeking your urgent action to acquire the necwssary lands at
Wailaby Creek, the Council seeks your support in discussing the management of
adjacent forests with the Minister for Forests, and with Dr. Peter Jarman,

of the University of New England Department of Ecosystem Management,

Catit/..2
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The Council is concerned th&ttthe Commission is unable to meet Dr. Jarman's
recent request that significant areas of State Forest adjoining the private
property remain unlogged.

The Council does not contemplate that State Forest lands in the Wallaby
Creek catchment should bettransferred to National Parks and Wildlife Service
€ontrol p-merely that suitable management guidelines be drawn up between
Forestry, the Service and the University of New Hngland.

We biéideve that the recent closure of Munro and Lever's peeling mill at
Grevillea has fortuizously given a good opportunity to implement this proposal,
in that their annual quota of &,500 m3 has now been relinquished. In
accordance with Cabinet's Raibnforest Policy we understand that this quota

will not be re-aldocated, thus relieving pressure on timber supplies from the
Urbenville Management Area.

The significance of the diversity of wildlife at Wallaby Creek has been
recognised by research scieatists and conservationists for many years. The
Council urges you to act now, in the uanner suggested, to secure the
preservation and maintenance of this aiversity,

Yours sincerely,

€. H. Pratten,
CHAIRMAN,



DEPARTMENT OF ECOSYSTEM MANAGEMENT

THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW ENGLAND
ARMIDALE, N.S.W. 2351, AUSTRALIA )

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE TELEPHONE {067) 73 3323

PJJ:ap . ' . . . TELEX 66050

6 July, 1983

Mr. C.H. Pratten/
Chairman,
Nature Conservation Council of N.S.W.
399 Pitt Street,
© SYDNEY. N.S.W. 2000

Dear Chris,

‘Wallaby Creek

I feel it is time I brought you up-to-date on developments over the
acquisition of Wallaby Creek.

Your indication (and that of somé other organisations and individuals)

that the rightful conservator of Wallaby Creek should be the National Parks
and Wildlife Service, rather ‘than a university, led us to approach the
Service once again, ( I had previously been assured that they would not
consider the purchase of properties in the valley). After some negotiations,
Ian Hume and I haé a meeting in Sydney with the Director, supported by Dr.
Keith. Mulette, and Assistant Commissiener Mr. J. Stewart of the Forestry

Pee Commission. I attach an abstract of the Forestry Commission’s précis of the
meeting, and should add that they are morepractically helpful than this guarded
note would indicate. Later this month I am meeting them at Wallaby Creek to look
-at plans on the ground.

The Director of NPWS agreed at that meeting that the Service would make
moves towards acquiring three properties in the valley, provided that: the
university would agree to continue research there; the research meet with the
Service's approval; and satisfactory arrangements could be made for management
{i.e. continued light grazing) of the acquired properties. The Vice Chancellor
is enthusiastic about the university's continued research, and Dr. Mulette has
acknowledged by 'phene that the list of present and planned research which we
have sent him contains much which would interest the Service. Management presents
no problems. -

This would appear to mean that the Director should now seek funds to acquire
the properties. However, he first wishes to have them valued, and that could
take a long time. The owners of two of the properties have given us until mid-
Rugust to come up with a positive offer. This might be an excellent moment for
the N.C.C. to see if it can get government wheels turning faster.

Yours sincerely,

7 e

P.J. Jarman.



l6th May, 1983.

U.N.E. Studies - Wallaby Creek

-

I refer to discussions of 12th May, 1983, in relation to the
Wallaby Creek area, between National Parks and Wildlife Service
{Director Mr. D, Johnson and Dr. K. Mullette), University of New England
(Dr. P. Jarmanand Prof. I.D. Hume), Forestry Commission (Assistant-
Commissioner Mr. J. Stewart).

Mr. Johnson stressed that any long term proposal would involve
the Service, the University and the Commission as managers of the
adjoining State Forest.

It is confirmed that:

1. In the short term the Forestry Commission will continue to
co-operate with Dr. Jarman and other research workers by delaying
logging in the adjoining State Forest for as long as possible. However,
it is expected that it will be necessary to commence logging in the area
within the next two years. Arrangements have been made for Forestry
Commission officers to discuss with Dr. Jarman in some detail the
timing of the commencement of logging and priority areas, so that the
most satisfactory order of working can be determined.

2, In the longer term the Commission proposes to log these areas
to the prescriptions detailed in the Urbenville Management Plan,
Commitments to industry have been strengthened as a result of recent
Government decisions in the adjoining Kyogle management areAa.

The Commission cannot meet Dr. Jarman's recent request to
leave unlogged significant areas of State Forest adjoining the private
property.

University representatives agreed that the area is of such
high value to some degree because of and not in spite of Commission
operations and that logging to current intensities would be compatible
with the long term reeearch objectives.

A copy of this note has been forwarded to Dr. Jarman.

g j Lch,(,\

G. S. LUGTON,
Secretary.

(4ot



P.O. Box 5748
Auatin, Texas
78763 USA
22 June, 1983

Roger Lembit

Nature Consaservation Council of NSW

399 Pitt St. ) %’5
Sydney NSW 2000 5\\\. At
Australia QL\

Dear Sir,
Wallaby Creek

I have been contacted a total of 5 times from the one letter
that was sent to Geoff Mosley. I am floored, but at the sanmne time
extremely impreased by the reaponsiveneas of the Australian
" conservation community. Of the responsea youras is the only one that
haa been able to directly anawer the question I ralased on the
logging practicea and poasasible conaequencea for wildlife. Thank,
you very much for the information.

I wish you every auccesa and would like to aid in any way open
to a United Statea citizen. Please contact me if there ia any
thing that I can do. (I am in contact with the Univeralty of New
England.)

- With Sincereat Thanka,

S R

Steven A. Holt
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Steven Holt
P.0. Box 5748
Auatin, Texaa'
78763 USA

Mr. C. H Pratten

National Parka Aassoclatjion of NSW
399 Pitt Street

Sydney, NSW, 2388, Australia

Dear Sir,
Wallaby Creek

I have retained an envelope not the letter that 1 recieved
from your organization but your name rang a bell when mentioned in
a letter from D. A. Johnstone. As a result I have addreased this
reply to you. If I am mistaken see that thias letter gets to the
proper persaon.

Thanka ao much for the heartening article on ' the Wallaby Creek
preaervation effort. I can aee that the Wallaby Creek valley haa
very capable friendas as allwaya. The planned action ias all that I
could have hoped for. The area could not, in my opinlon, suatain
heavy "park®" use without significant degradation of the wildlife.
gqualities present.

I wags also contacted by Doctors Hume and Jarman. [ have
written them to offer any asasistance that 1 can.

From a separate but simllar letter 1 have recleved ' an
impreasively poaalitive reply from D. A. Johnatone of the National
Parks and Wildlife Service.

' I am extremely impregssed by the reaponalveneaas of the
Australian conservation community. I wish vyou every auccesa and
would like to aid in any way open toc a United States citizen.
Pleaae contact me If there ls any thing that I can do.

With 'Slncerest Thanks,

O T Y

Steven A. Holt
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\ N Conservatlon
: Foundation
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Hawihorn Vicloria
Auslralia 3122
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Steven Holt

P.0. Box 5748

Austin, Texas

78783 USQ
Dr. Jeff Mosley _ a MAR 1983
Dsar Sir,

I am writing for information specifically on the Wallaby Creek /
Beaury State Forest area. You may be aware that the area of Beaury
State Forest near Wallaby Creek is going to bein three years.

Is there any plen on the part of the park service or any other
agency to protect this biologicaly rich area? Is there anything that
can be dons tq;;id in the protection of the Wallaby Creek Valley and
adjacent parts of Beaury State Forest from the immediate lLogging, my
short term aim. In the Llong term I advocate the permanent protection
of the wildlife in this rich area.

T will be attempting to contact people_ that have had dirsact
personal contact with this area. The letters will inform them of the
possible presant threat in order to get théir support in writing
letters. I would greatly appreciate suggestions of where their
letters should be sent for the best effect and any other arganizations
that I might want to contact or other avenues that I should pursue.

I hope to have contacted John Sommerled of the N.S.W. State Park
Service with a similar letter qsking for information on the plans from

the local officials involved.

Sincerﬁty,

= LU

Steven Holt




15th February, 1983.

Peter Jarman,

Dept. of Ecosystem Management.
University of New England.
ARMIDALE. N.S.W. 2351,

Dear Peter,

The executives of the N.C.C. was delighted to receive your proposal for
8 reserve at Wallaby Creek. We agree that the sale of the two key
properties provides an ideal opportunity to preserve this unique area,
however we would prefer tkatltimateipately come under the control of the
N.P.W.S. as a Nature Reserve rather than vested in an institution -
however worwbul (of course, if the funding comes from U.N.E., then that
places a different complexion on the matter).

Not having surplus funds ourselves, we contacted the N.P.W.S, Foundation
who advised that although they are fully committed until June, they may
be in a position to help about September, provided of course, the
project is approved by the Service.

In August 1980 we asked the Forestry Commission to consider the dedication
of a Fdera Reserve on their portion of the basin but they replied that it
was their management objective for the area to provide suitable habitat for
wildlife, We are not satisffed that the harvesting prescription for this
portion of Beaury State Forest, involving as it does the logging of
rainforest, is in the best interests of the wildlife - the view put to us
in their response to our request, Their failure to consider a reasonably
sized Flora Reserve in Wallaby Creek seemed to indicate that despite their
constant reiteration of MULTIPLE use, timber production is their over-
riding consideration. Protection of the whole valley under the Heritage
Act is hardly consistent with merely not logging areas where ANU wildlife
bjologists are working.

Although we are unable to offer funds for your very commendable project we
can offer to work for support within the Conservation movement and
Government. However, before taking any action, we would appreciate advise on
progress to date and your views on ultimate land tenure and the management

of the adjoining State Forest within the basin.

Yours faithfully,

C. H., PRATTEN.
Iman.



Who owns Wallaby Creek ?

Half the valley is State Forest. The other half is
owned by four farmers who tolerate the wildlife and our
research. Two of them are brothers who settled and
cleared much of the valley fifty years ago, and who take
a protective interest in the wildlife, assisting Dr Calaby
and all subsequent researchers. Their opposition to
shooting has kept the kangaroos and wallabies so
approachable. These brothers had hoped that the
National Parks and Wildlife Service would acquire the
valley as a park to conserve the unique community. The

Service can not do so, because their limited funds *°

must be spent on more “endangered” areas (such as
coastal areas threatened by development). The valley
has been declared as an area worthy of preservation
under the Heritage act. The Forestry Commission, as
well as preserving the Tooloom Scrub Ficra Reserve,
has co-operated 1o protect arecas where wildlife
biologists are working.

The time has come when the two brothers, now old
and unable to work theirland, must selltheir propertios.
They would like to see the wildlife which they have
protected continue to be conserved; yet, in the absence
of any sympathetic institutional buyer, they will cut the
remaining timber so as to sell their properties as
“improved” beef-vattle country. That would almost
certainly intensify grazing on those, and the other two,
properties, where low-intensity grazing has hitherto
maintained habitats ideal for several uncommon
species of wildlite. These changes would irreparably
diminish the wildlife community of the whole valley, no
matter how sympathetic to wildlife the new owner
might be.

THE WALLADY CREEK WILDLIFE
RESEARCH RESERVE

The imminent sale of the two key properies creates
an opportunity for secure preservation of this unique
Australian wildlife community, and assurance of its
continuing study, by the establishment of a Wildlife
Research Reserve. The wildlife community at Wallaby
Creek appears very stable under the present land-
uses, having changed little since the valley was first
cleared. If these properties were purchased and kept
under this present management (i.e. low-intensity
grazing, with occasional burning), there is no reason
why the community should not be preserved indefinitely.

We are seeking support for purchase of the two
properties {457 ha) for which the asking price is
currently $350,000. If we succeed their ownership
would be vested in an institution such as the University
of New Fngland. Agreement will be sought from the
other landholders and the Forestry Commission to
allow us to continue research on their tand. The
Reserve would provide a base for an expanded and
continuing programme of research projects investi-
gating the ecology and behaviour of species of the
wildlife community, in which scientists from Australia
and overseas would be invited to participate.

At this stage we are anxious te find individualg or
institutions who will declare an interest in cantributing
to this project. If there is more information we can give
you, orifyou are already sufficiently attracted to want to
help, please contact us:

P.J. Jarman 1.0. Hume
Department of Ecosystem Department of
Management Bliochemistry & Nutrition

University of New England NSW 2351

» *\‘gﬁ e -
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PROPOSAL FOR A RESERVE
AT

WALLABY CREEK
FOR WILDLIFE RESEARCH

Since 1788, Australia’s wildlife communities have been
greatly altered, some native animals being lost and
many exotic ones being introduced. These continuing
changes are depriving Australians of the opportunity to
study communities of wildlife which were quite as
remarkable as those of America, Africa or Asia. There
are very few areas where species-rich communities of
wildlife exist close to the facilities needed to support
intensive research. One such area exists on the far
northern tablelands of New South Wales, in a side
valley of a tributary of the upper Clarence River. This
valley is appropriately called WALLABY CREEK.

We have written this to try to explain why, and how,
Wallaby Creek should be preserved as a Reserve for
Wildlife Research.
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“WHAT I5 SPECIAL ABOUT WALLABY CREEK ?

Wallaby Creek is the richest area of a district re-
nowned for its wildlife. After a survey of the disirict in
1960 by CSIRO Division of Wildlife Research, Dr John
Calaby, the team leader, reported:

“The mammal fauna is the richest in species so far

reported from any area of comparable size in Ausiralia,”
As Calaby himself forecast, another mammal species
has since been added to his list, and more may still be
found. Most importantly, the majority of these mammal
species can be found within a single valley, Wallaby
Creek. Here, in a mere 10km?, are represented the
district’s important wildlife babitats: rainforest; wet and
dry sclerophyll forests; stands of apple box, brush box
and Casuarinas; the creek and its associated vegeta-
tion; rough grazing; and tall tussock grassland. The rich
array of mammals is supported by the meeting and
mixing of 0 many vegetation types.

in addition, Wallaby Creek lies in an area where the
fauna of sub-tropical Queenstand mingles with that of
temperate New South Wales. Several of its mammal
species are considered rare, endangered, or severely
restricted in range in New South Wales. Populations of
some less rare species are particularly easy to study (a
point we will expand later) at Wallaby Creek.

It is equally important that Wallaby Creek is re-
markably free of rabbits and foxes; hares and feral cats
are uncommon, although dingoes are common there.
The absence of rabbit-supported foxes may account for
the abundance of bandicoots, rufous rat-kangaroos
and potoroos.

Well over two hundred species of birds have been
recorded in the valley and in the adjacent Tocloom
Scrub. The fauna of reptiles and amphibians is similarly
rich. Large, carnivorous reptiles such as pythons and
goannas are noticeably abundant.

The richness of Wallaby Creek, while partly natural,
partly results from forest being cleared for rough pasture
which favoured a few species. The resultant pasture
has not been greatly “improved” by sowing or fertilising;
the clearing left many trees and affected only one side
of the valley; the other side remains as Beaury State
Forest. Wallaby Creek freezes a time in Australia’s
pastoral history when land-clearing pushed into
forested valleys, creating a diverse landscape, rich in
wildlife.

We believe that this rich fauna — Austratia's richest
in some mammal groups — with its diverse array of
habitats and the land-uses which produced them, must
be preserved. The faunal community is a unique part of
Australia’s heritage, and presents unequalled oppor-
tunities for research. Because ownership of land in the
valley may soon have to change, we see an urgent need
for the system to be preserved.

Why wildlife research at Wallaby Creek ?

Three types of wildlife research have been con-
ducted at Wallaby Creek: surveys, single-species
studies, and multi-species, comparative studies. Sur-
veys, like those of Calaby, have tried to discover what
species existin the area and what habitats they occupy.
More surveys are needed on groups other than mam-
mals and birds, and much detail should be added to the
surveys of those two groups. The area's full richness
has yet to be revealed.

Single-species studies of the ecology and behaviour
of the satin bower-bird and four macropodid species
have been undertaken at Wallaby Creek because each
species was more numercus or more approachable
there than anywhere else. These same characteristics
apply to multi-species studies of the macropodids (the
kangaroos, wallabies and rat-kangaroos) which have
been our major research interest at Wallaby Creek.

Ten species of macropodids occur at Wallaby Creek
{and an eleventh nearby) of which four are studied
intensively. Two of these, black-striped wallaby and
Jufous rat-kangaroo, although rare in New South Wales,
are more numerous and more easily observed at
Waltlaby Creek than anywhere else in the State. In
contrast, the other two, eastern grey kangaroo and red-
necked wallaby, are very common; yet nowhere else
are wild populations of these species so approachable
without being artificially fed, This approachability allows
close observation of the undisturbed animal's be-
haviour, and recegnition by small, natural markings.
Such detailed field studies have recently made great
contributions to behavioural ecology in Africa, America
and Britain, but have been rare in Australia.

The macropodids of Wallaby Creek cover a wide
range of adaptations, to forest or open country, to
grazing or browsing, to being solitary or sociai, to
being large or small. There we can compare represen-
tative species across the spectrum of macropodids
tiving together. The same approach could be taken with
other groups; there are for example nine species of
possums and gliders in the area.

The wildlife at Wallaby Creek deserves to be studied
because it is so diverse, because some of its species
are rare, and because we need to understand how the
valley's combination of land-uses has engendered this
rich community. It is an excellent place for research
because of the diversity of wildlife and the abundance
and observability of some species. So much work has
already been done there that future studies start with a
substantial knowledge of the ecology of the com-
munity, There are technical benefits, tog; half the valley
is staked out on a 100 x 100 m grid system forrecording
the exact location of kangaroos and wallabies, for
example, and all the red-necked wallabies and half the
grey kangaroos in the study area are known individually.

Vag o s L P S
Establishing Wallaby Creek as a wildlife research
reserve would make possible long-term monitoring of
individuals, populations and whole communities. Such
studies, which have made famous research establis-
hments like the Serengeti Researgh Institute in Africa,
need secure tenure of their sites. Their results can be
applied wherever the studied species or communities
are being managed. Wallaby Creek as a Research
Reserve would not only conserve the valley's unique
community, but would also contribute to the conserva-
tion of wildlife throughout eastern Australia
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Mr. C. H. Pratten,

Chairman,

Nature Conservation Council of
New South Wales,

399 Pitt Street,

SYDNEY, N.S.W. 2000

Dear Mr. Pratten,

I refer again to your letter of 13th September, 1982,
concerning Wallaby Creek, following my full reply of 6th December,
1979 to your letter of 11th October, 1979.

Selective logging in the Wallaby Creek area has been
undertaken under the provisions of the Urbenville Management Plan
in recent vears and is planned to continue, These operations are
entirely compatible with the maintenance of the wildlife wvalues
of the area and the findings of such scientists as Ratcliffe and
Calaby and subsequent wildlife studies.

As previously advised, in continuing consultations
between the Forestry Commission and the National Parks and
Wildlife Service over a long period it has never been intended
that any of the State Forest be included in the Nature Reserve
which the Service is proposing to establish over private lands
adjoining the State Forests. There has been agreement that the
present management of the State Forests in sympathy with the
maintenance of the particular wildlife values of this area,
including maintenance of ecological diversity in forest habitat,
be continued.

In this respect the position in 1982 is no different to
that in 1979,

Yours faithfully,

<

(A. . GORDON)
Minister for Local Government
and Lands.




Copy smat to Mr. Peter Jarman, University of New England.

13th September, 1982,

The Hon. A. R. L. Gordon, MP

Minister for Local Government and ‘¢
Minister for Lands

Department of Hands

Bridge Street

SYDNEY NSW 2000

Dear Sir,

Re: Wallaby Creck

In your letter of 6th December, 1979 to the Chairman of the Nature
Conservation Council you conceded that Wallaby Creek in Beaury State Forest
was ''one of the richest areas in Australia fotrthe occurrence of species of
native mammals generally and marsupials in particular'. C.S.I.R.0. papers
we cited in our datlier letters sought the protection of a nature reserve
over at least some of the Crown land in hte Basin but you have refused to
adopt this approach proposing instead that the erea be logged in accordance
with the Management Plan beginning in 1977/8 which provides constraints
designed to ensure the "maintenance of etological diversity in forest habitat
suitable to wildlife indigenous to the area'.

Since that Plan was prepared the Forestry Commission has geined greater
knowledge of the requirements of wildlife and has shown greater awarenessoof
the non-wood values of rich and varied areas such as Wallaby Creek.

The Executive of this Council therefore requests your assurance that:

1. The 1981/2 Management Plan reflects this greater knowledge and awareness,
specifically in regard to the requirements of over-mature trees for use
byaarboreal mammals and hele-nesting birds;

2, Tree-marking and the Timber Stand Improvement programme will recognise
bhe articular vaelue of this area by taking account of the studies
conducted by Mr., Peter Jarman of the Department of EcosystemsManagement,
of the University of New Emgland;

3.  Further consideration will be given to the creation of a Flora Reserve
in the valley of, in conjunction with the National Parks and VWildlife
Service, anNature Reserve embracing dome of the cleared privately
owned land be racognésed by all concerned as essential to the macropod
habitat.

Cont/...2



May we please be informed of your
Creek as soon as possible,

Yours faithfully,

C. H., Pratten,
CHAIRMAN.

harvesting and roading plans for Wallaby



ASSOCIATED COUNTRY SAWMILLERS
OF NEW SOUTH WALES

24th Floor, St Martins Tower, Cnr. Market & York Streets, Sdeaelj: APR 1980

POSTAL ADDRESS: P.O. BOX Q145, QUEEN VICTORIA BUILDINGS, SYDNEY 2000
TELEPHONE: 02 - 290.1877 TELEX: 25036 TELEGRAMS: “ASCOSAWMIL,” SYDNEY
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TIMBER

R 7859/ FR April 10. 1980

Ms. E. Elenius,

Project Officer,

Nature Conservation Council of N.S.W.,
399 Pitt Street,

SYDNEY N.§.W. 2000

Dear Ms. Elenius,

Thank you for your letter of March 31, 1980 regarding Wallaby
Creek and your advice regarding a letter to the Forestry Commission.

1 have sought information from my informants, sawmillers in
the Wallaby Creek area, who are unable to assist me in clarifying your
interest in this particular area. Indeed, it was these members of ours
who requested further information following reports that people
representing themselves as members of affiliates of the Nature Conservation
Council have been studying the area in question. In addition, reports
have been circulating in the area that the Nature Conservation Council
is to declare the area a National Park and that 1t has receilved Government
support for such a move.

"It is therefore of 1nterest to us rto know of the reasons for
such statements being made . ’ )

The Forestry Commission has informed me that as the correspondence
from you is not available to outside organisations at this stage. 1
will need your advice on just what your Council's intentions are in relation
to the area. Is there truth in the reports that you require the Wallaby
Creek area converted in land use status to Narional Park? How large an
area is under consideration? What are the proposed boundaries of this
area? Has there been any consultation with sawmillers regarding the
likeiy effects of such an action on the provision of timber to the
community? Is there any plan for discussions with industries which
might be affected by such a move to determine the possible loss of
employment? Is your Council considering the need to maintain mulriple-use
areas in the region for the enjoyment of the community?

As I mentioned in my letter of March 4, 1980, we are concerned
to ensure that, adequate discussions are held with responsible conservation
groups prior to the final development of any proposals for the rewoval
of commercial timbered lands and to seek ways in which there could be
co~opzration in Such a move. :



.;,’_,‘» ASSOCIATED COUNTRY SAWMILLERS »
OF NEW SOUTH WALES -2 ~

I must admit that our members were a little disturbed at the tone
of vour letter and comment was passed that your Council appears to be
taking a deliberately provocative stance.

I do hope you will be able to advise us of the position prior to
our next meeting on April 22, 1980.

Yours sipcérely,

IAN NICHOLAS
(Environmental Adviser)




Aoy >2 MAR 1980

the australian museum

D. J. G. Griffin, Director
Gritfin, sydne
. HGC/PC v v

21 MAR 1980

Mr. L. Will&an, >

Chairman,

Nature Conservation Council of N.S.W.,
399 Pitt Street,

SYDNEY N.S.W. 2000

Dear Mr. Willan,x

Further to your letter of 8 February concerning proposals for
the logging of Wallaby Creek in Beaury State Forest, I have
discussed the matter with various members of my staff and it
appears that the Museum does not have sufficient 1nformat10n to
take an unequivocal stand on the issue.

Dr. Recher advises me that some biologists have advised against
reserving this area from logging on the basis that its present
diversity of mammals is related to the diversity of habitats created
by the mixture of farmland, logged and unlogged forests.

Whether this view is correct can only be ascertained by further
research. Dr. Recher believes that the available data make a case
for at least-designating the area as a FAUNA PRIGRITY AREA, in
which logging continues but wildlife receives special attention.

Yours sincerely,

.G. Griffin,
Director —

6-8 College Street

Telephone: 339-8111  Cable: MUSEUM
PO Box A285 Sydney South, NSW 2000
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4th March, 1980

The Secretary,

Nature Conservation Council of NSW,
399 Pitt Street,

SYDNEY 2000.

Deaf Sir/Madam,

I have recently been informed that your Council is concerned about
some aspects of Wallaby Creek,  involving harvesting operations.

It would appear that we have notrecord in this office of any concern
being expressed to this Association about this matter, and I would
appreciate your assistance in informing me of the situation which has
given rise to your concern.

This Association is always anxious to work with responsible
conservation groups in achieving reasonable improvements to harvesting
operations or to considering reascnable requests for discussion of land
use issues. We can see no reason to change this position.

Therefore, we would greatly appreciate your advice on the attitudes
of your Council to the harvesting of Wallaby Creek.

Yours ncerely,

-

4

.IAN NICHOLAS”
(Environmental Adviser)




31st March 1980

Mr. Ian Micholas,

Environmental Adviser,

Associated Country Sawmildédrs
of Hew South llales,

A.D.C. Building,

189 Kent Street,

SYDNEY. NSW. 2000

Dear lan,
Wallaby Ceeek

I have received your letter of 4th March 1980 regarding our recent
correspondence vwith the Forestry Commission on the matter of Jallaby
Creek. Our concern is outlined in tnat correspondence so I suggest you
go back to your informant, who, I am sure, will be happy to furnish you
with a copy.

I would .lso suggest that you read the section enettied "The Wildlife

of Wallaby Cree, Tooloom, NSW" in J.H. Calaby's "Marmals of the Upper
Richard and Clarence Rivers, NSW, Division of Wildlife Research Technical
Paper tlo. 10 CSIRO 1956. It will no dbobt further enlighten you.

Kind regards,

Elizabeth Elenius,
Proiect Officer
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11FEB 1980
NEW SOUTH WALES V !
MINISTER FOR PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT
5
' Mrt C. H. Pratten, . -
Chairman, % FEB 1980
Nature Conservation Council of
N.S5.W.,

1399 pitt Street,
SYDNEY, N.S.W. 2000

Dear Mr., Pratten,

Reference is made to your letter of 11th Octobexr, 1979
concerning the possible establishment of a nature reserve in the
Wallaby Creek area.

The Director of National Parks and Wildlife has advised me
that officers of the National Parks and Wildlife Service have
carried out preliminary investigations of this area and have
discovered it to be of a very high value from a nature
conservation viewpoint. .

However, before the Service can give serious consideration
to acquiring any of the subject land for reservation under the
National Parks and Wildlife Act, 1974, it will be necessary to
carry out much more detailed investigation particularly in
relation to the continued management of this unique area.

Unfortunately, the Service is currently being restricted in
its investigation operations by a severe shortage of suitably
qualified staff and in view of the large number of aréas in the
State that warrant investigation, must treat each case on its
relative priority based on the threat of destruction of its
natural assets., It is obvious that the past management of the
Wallaby Creek area has been very sympathetic to the preservation
of the area¥s nature conservation value and one can only see
this continuing in the future. Accordingly the Service has
allocated this area a relatively low priority and it is unlikely
that the further investigation of the areaiwill be undertaken for
some time unless the current management situation alters.

In the meantime the Service intends to look more closely
at the possibility ofiproviding the freehold lands in the area
the added protection afforded by proclamation as a wildlife

refuge and also at increasing the area of flora reserve in the
adjoining State Fggest.

The work of Mr. Calaby and the late Mr. Ratcliffe is
recognised as being highly- valuable and will, of course, be
considered by the Service in its further investigations of the

area. No doubt the current views of Mr. Calaby will also be
sought at this time.

Your suggestion that any reservation of land in the area be
named after Mr. Ratcliffe has been noted and will be borne in
mind when a decision in this regard is made.

Youys/faithfully,

PAUL LANDA

Minister for Planning
and Environment
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8th February, 1980

Letters Editor,
Sydney Morning Herald,
235 Jones Street,
BROADWAY. NSW. 2007

Dear Sir,

WALLABY CREEK

On the headwaters of the Clarence Rdar Urbenville is a small valley appropriately

named Watlaby Creek which, according to C.S.I.R.O., has the richest variety of
marsupial animals in Australia. It contains a mixture of cleared grazing land,
eucalypt woodland and rainforest and is thus ideal for a macropod reserve.
Ever since 1958 senior officers of C.S.I.R.0. concerned with these matters
together with wildlife and conservation organisations have been pressing for
the valley to be preserved but the Minister for Conservation has recently
advised the Nature Conservation Council of NSW that although this area is
"renowned for the richness of its macropod fauna® he has akked the Forestry
Commission to log it rather than create a flora Reserve.

We believe that this is a mistake which again idlustrates the insensitivity

of the Forestry Commission and the Minister to the other values of our forests.
Terania Creek is only the tdp of the iceberg and we therefore urge the Premier
to extend the terms of reference of Mr. Justice Isaac's inquiry to cover other
rainforest areas such as Wallaby Creek and Grady's Creek. Pailure to do so
will inevitably lead to further confrontations. '

We urge those who feel as we do to write to the Premier (rather than to the
Minister for Conservation who appears to misunderstand his role) asking for
a wlder inquiry under Mr. Justice Isascs to cover all remaining rainforests.

Yours faithfully, A

0. Willan,
Chairman

e .

e ]
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17 DEC1978.

NEW SOUTH WALES

MINISTER FOR CONSERVATION -
AND
MINISTER FOR WATER RESOURCES

SYQNEY
Mr. C., H. Pratten, -6.0£C.1979
Chairman, :
Nature Conservation Council of N.S5.W., e
399 Pitt Street, ' . 5 . e . - ; :&:‘V”'

SYDNEY, 2000.

Dear Mr. Pratten,

I refer again to your letter of 1llth October proposing‘tﬁe .
creation of a nature reserve at Wallaby Creek which would affect
portion of Beaury State Forest. v

The Forestry Commission has always recognised that the Wallaby
Creek area, which consists of both cleared pastoral land and adjacent
sections of Beaury State Forest, is recognised as one of the richest
areas in Australia for the occurrence of species of native mammals
generally and of macropods in particular. You will be aware that
Calaby, in his paper you cite, attributed this richness to the
considerable diversity of habitat in the region. The diversity
includes not only a range of natural vegetation types and topographic
situations; but also the juxtaposition of cleared land used for grazing
and occasional cropping, and State Forest which has been used foér
extensive forms of timber harvesting for most of this centurm,u,_ .

Recent contact by Forestry Commission staff with Dr. Calaby
confirms that he still supports these conclusions which are in fact
now confirmed by other wildlife studies in the area undertaken by
universities, Forestry Commission and National Parks and Wildlife
Service staff. '

- F

The Commission recognises that in this area the Stateé Forests
comprise the majority of the forest habitat, are the only large areas
of timbered land legally secure from agricultural clearing, and that
the future of forest wildlife species in the area lies in the multiple-
use management of these State Forests to provide, among other things,
suitable habitat. Consequently cone of the Commission's management
objectives for the Urbenville Management Area (which includes Beaury
State Forest) is to maintain ecological diversity in forest habitat '
suitable to wildlife indigenous to the area. The Urbenville Management
Plan incorporates constraints designed to ensure the achievement of this
objective, and the Commission will vary those constraints as and if
necessary to meet the objective.

The Commission has been in consultation with the NatiOnal
Parks and Wildlife Service about the Wallaby Creek area over a long
period. I understand that the Service proposes to establish a ‘Nature
Reserve over some 1300 ha of private lands adjoining the State Forest,
and that it is expected that consultation between the Commisgior and
the Service will continue.

Tt would therefore seem that the present and proposed land.
management in the area recogniges the importance of the indigenous
wildlife and le providing sucgessfully for 1te eenservation.

.



-2 -

As requested, I attach the appropriate section of the Management Plan
for your information,

Yours faithfully,

X

(ATH.L. GORDON)
Minister for Conservation
mnad Watber ReacOouri:2S.




8th February, 1980

Dr. Des Griffin,
birector,
Australian Museum,
College Street,
SYDNEY. NSW. 2000

Dear Bés,

The Executive of the NCC Is disturbed to learn that the Forestry Commission
Urbenville District Management Plan calls for the logging of Wallaby Creek
in Beaury State Forest and that this action is supported by the Minister
for Conservation despite the many proposals to preserve the area.

I am sure you are aware of the proposals for a Hature Reserve made by the
late Francis Ratcliffe and John Calaby of C.S.I.R.O0. in 1971 and other
appeals made by a nurber of organisations going back to 1958. Although the
Minister is impressed by the richness of its macropod fiuna he refuses to
contemplate a Flora Reserve preferring to continue logging both the eucalypt
and rainforest.

We propose to persuade the Governmment that this is not the right ceusee to
adopt and urge the Musaem, which is displaying commendable concern for areas
under threat, to do the same. One possib uld be an extension of the
terms of reference of Mr. Justice Isaac's inquiry into Terania Creek logging.

Yours faithfully,

L. willan,
ChiAdrman
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NEW SOUTH WALES

MINISTER FOR CONSERVATION
AND
MINISTER FOR WATER RESOURCES

SYDNEY

18.0C1.1979

Mr. C. H., Pratten,

Chairman,

Nature Conservation Council of N.S.W.,
399 Pitt Street,

SYDNEY. 2000

Dear Mr. Pratten,

I wish to acknowledge the recéipt of your letter dated 1l1lth
October, 1979 proposing the creation of a nature reserve at Wallaby
Creek which would affect portion of Beaury State Forest.

I have referred the question to the Forestry Commission for
investigation and when I have more information I shall contact you
again. -

Yours faithfully,

(A. RT7L. GORDON) ,
Minister for Conservation
and llater Resources.




399 Pitt Street, SYDNEY, 2000.
Telephone: 233-5388

12th July, 1977.

Miss. J. Cameron,
Secretary,

The Gould League of N.S.W.
Public School,

Burton Street,

MILSON'S POINT, 2061,

Dear Miss. Cameron,

I have taken the matter of the proposed nature reserve at Wallaby
Creek, Toolcom with the Director of the Natfonal Pakks and Wild11fe
Service and I have enclosed for your {fformation a copy of his reply
to me,

Please let me know 1f there 1s any further action that you wish the
Council to take fn respect of the reservation of this tmportant area.
Yours sincerely,

John K. Hibberd,
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY.




Now. Pl

999 Pitt Strest, SYDNEY,, 2000.
Telephone: 233-5388

12th July, 1977.

Mr. Hilton Trudgeon,
48 Bruxner Crescent,
GOONELLABAH, N.S.H, 2480,

Dear Mr. Trudgeon,

I have taken the matter of the proposed Hature Reserve at Wallaby
Creek, TooToom with the Director of the Natfona) Parks and Wildlife
Service and I have enclosed for your information a copy of his reply
to me.

Please let me know {f there is any further action that you wish the
Council to take fn respect of the reservatfon of this fmportant area.

Yours sincerely,

John K. Hibberd,
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY.




M Lo %_\%a\

New South Wales Government 2528

National Parks and Wildlife Service &%
&

189-193 Kent Street,
. Sydney .
Mr. J. K. Hibberd, P.0O. Box N189, Grosvenor

Tel N [
Nature Conservation Council of N.S.W., ozfgé?zznc:'paw‘mgsj BS:JD
399 Pitt Street, ' *

Your reference:

SYDNEY. N.S.W. 2000 S MAY 1977
Telephone: 27 9711
Extension:

Dear Sir,

Reference is made to your letter of 24th Harch, 1977 on
behalf of the Gould League of N.S5.V. concerning the proposed
Wallaby Creek Mature Reserve,

It is proposed that the Wallaby Creek Nature Reserve
proposal will be included by the National Parks and Wild-
Life Service in the next programme submitted to the Austra.—f
lian Government for finding during 1977/78, under the St«feF
Grants (Nature Conservation) Act.

macropods and the large variety of birds reported i
Bvery effort will be made to secure these lands for
in the Wallaby Creek Nature Reserve proposal., Howevk

cqmpleted.




399 Pitt Strett,
SYDNEY,  NSW2  2000.

Telephone: 233-5388

24th March, 1977.

Mr, Johnson,

Director,

Natfonal Parks and Wildlife Service,
P.0. Box N189,

Grosvenor Post Office,

SYDHEY, N.S.M. 2000,

Dear Mr. Johnson,

I am writing to you n relatfon to a request from one of our member
bodfes, the Gould League of N.S.W., who have requested gs to make
representations on the matter of the proposed Mature Reserve at

Wallaby Creek, Tooloom. I have enclosed for your information a copy

of a letter sent by Mr. Trudgeon to the Minister for Lands. At this
stage we have recommended that Mr. Trudgeon should apply for registration
of the area on the Interim Reaister of the National Estate on the basis

b=

of the research work already carried out in the area.

The Council would be most apprecfative {f the Service could indicate
thefr views on the value and feasibility of acquiring the freehold
properties mentioned in Mr., Trudgeon's letter. We would also be

most {nterested to hear your views in relatfon to Mr. Newman's
statemant, contained tn the enclosed letter, stating that the Federal
Government would be prepared to give the mtter consideratfon in the
context of future programs under the States Grants.(Nature Conservation)
Act 1f N.S.W. gives priority to the area.

1 am quite prepared to visit the Service and discuss this mateer
further with your officers if you feel that this {s necessary and I
look forward to developing relationships between the Council and the
Natfonal Parks and Wildlife Service over matters of mutual interest.

Yours sincerely,

John K. Hibberd,
BRECUTIVE SECRETARY.




Nek, Pl .

& 399 Pitt Street,
SYONEY,  N.S.W.  2000.

Telephone: 233-5388

24th March, 1977,

Mr. M{lton Trudgeon,
48 Bruxner Crescent,
GOONELLABAH, N.S.W. 2480.

Dear Mr. Trudgeon,

The Gould League of N.S.W. have recently written to us requesting the
Council to make representatfons in relation to a proposall Nature
Reserve at Wallaby Creek, Tooloom, The Gould League also enclosed a
copy of your letter to Mr., Crabtree.

The Council are prepared to assist you in this matter and will be
making representations to the relevant authorfties. However, it does
appear that the Hatfonal Parks and Wild11fe Service cannot afford to
purchase the freehold propertfes that you suggest and they believe the
best solutfon, at present, will be to retain the area under its
ex{sting management. I shall, in any case, be writing further to the
N.P. & ¥.S. on this matter.

I would also suggest that your case could be assisted cons{derably
were you to apply for registratfon of the area on the Interim Ragister
of the Natfonal Estate, I have therefore enclosed a nomination form
for you to complete - this should then be returned to me at the above
address since the Nature Conservation Council is acting as the
co-ordinating body for all submissfons on natural areas in N.S.N. If
you have any difficulties please do not hesitate to write or telephone.

I shall be contacting you further when additional informgtionbbecomes
avatlable to me.

Yours sincerely,

John K. Hibberd,
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY,

Enc.
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] Jature Conservation Council or M,u.w.,
! 2633 proeadwsy,
BROAD®AY.

jeat Sir,
Provoced Neturs Beserve — Wallaby Creel, Tooloom

Wa enclese copy of o letter trom Mr wilton Trudgeon, a Country
Member of our Ceuncil, in whieh ne suts out the nistory er his

Jampailgn ror The acgquisition ol the wallaby Creok arsa as a
Nature Repcrve.

The Yould League has ;iven its approval te tha projset, ana now
requests thul your opganisation aga1Nn makke represeniatloas on
thia mattar,

£

It fursher asks to be gilven an indicatinn of the progresa of
el representaty s, '

; Yours truly,
¢ T
g 9 - C/’{' \-—..—&t., 63'*'/

(Miss) 3. Cemoron
Secretary

L il
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COPY

Mr. Milton Trudgeon,
48 Bruxmer Crescent,
GOONELLABAH. 2480. N.S.¥.

The Hon, W.F. Crabtree,
Minister for Lands,
Parliament House,
SYDNEY.

Dear Mr. Crabtree,

Ref: Yours of 17-12-1976 in reply to mine of 26-10-1976.

I hereby request that the proposed Wallaby Creek, Tooloom, Nature
Reserve be given sufficlent priority to ensure that the freehold
lands be acquired in the next financial year.

In response to a recent letter the Rt, Hon. J.D. Anthony said he
could understand how anxious I am to see the Wallaby Creek, Tooloom,
area protected and forwarded me a letter from the Hon. XK. Newman,
which reads in part - "The Wallaby Creek land has not been put
forward by the New South Wales Government as a top priority
acquisition proposal and consequently has not heen included in a
program to date, If New South Wales, as a result of Mr. Trudgeon's
approach does decide to give priority to thisg area, I will be
pleased to give it the utmost consideration in the context of future
programs under the States Grants (Nature Conservation) Act." :

I have just spent some days in the cowpany of a young man on a
gseveral years Monash University grant to study aspects of bird life
at Wallaby Creek, Tooloom. We discussed the abundance of species as
indicated for the area in "Birds and Where to Find Them New South
Wales” by Roy W. Wheeler in which individuals and organizations have
added nine species since publication, With hie assistance I

confirmed a tenth addition, and, with visitors from Brisbane an
eleventh addition,

It is noticeable that tourists, naturalists, official and semi-
official visitors know little of the flora, avifauna, science and
other attractions of Wallaby Creek, Tooloom, except what has been
indicated about mammals by John H. Calaby.

It should he noted that the remarkable bird list ie from a
catchment area of 10,000 - 12,000 acres only. Experts such as Mr.
Alex G. Floyd, to whom you refer in your letter would, remarkably
expand my meagre layman's flora list indicated in oy corresnondence
about Wallaby Creek

2.
Similarly, other experts would greaily expand my incomplete liating
of other attractions.

While purchase money is a problem, I feel that the freehold land~
owners should receive a proper price. Each property seeis to have
differing factors and circumstances and, therefore, a different
value,

In order of priority relative to the viability of the proyposal,
such freehold properties seem to me to be (1) J.K. Mulecahy's (2) J.M.
Hayes' (3) E.J. Hayes' and (4) perhaps E.D. Bell's. Parts of other
properties have been suggeated, but seen unnecessary.

There is land to the North, East and West of the J.K. Mulcahy
property (ideally, all of it within the catchment area) whether it

/2.

e
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2¢

be called Crown, Forestry in Lease Land, which is an essential addition

to the freehold lands.

Therefore, I respectfully request information as to the areas other .

.than the freehold lands that are planned for inclueion in the Wallaby

Creek, Tooloom, Hature Reserve.
Yours faithfully,
(Sgd.) HMilton Trudgeon

Carbon copies to Mr., R.B. Duncan, M.L.A., the Gould League Council of
- M.S.W.
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Mr, Milton Trudgeon,
48 Bruxmer Crescent,

GOONELLABAH. 2480. N.S.W.

The Hon, W.F. Crabtree,
Minister for Lands,
Parliament House,
SYDNEY.

Dear Mr., Crabtree,

Ref: Yours of 17-12-1976 in reply to mine of 26-10-1976.

I hereby request that the proposed Wallaby Creek, Tooloom, Natyre
Reserve be given sufficient priority to ensure that the freehold
lands be acquired in the next financial year.

In response to a recent letter the R{. Hon. J.D. Anthony said he
could understand how anxious I am to see the Wallaby Creek, Tooloom,
area protected and forwarded me a letter from the Hon. K. Newman,
which reads in part - "The Wallaby Creek land has not been put
forward by the New South Wales Government as a top priority
acquisition proposal and consequently has not been included in a
program to date. If New South Wales, as a result of Mr., Trudgeon's
approach does decide to give priority to this area, I will be
pleased to give it the utmost consideration in the context of future
programs under the States Grants (Nature Conservation) Act."

I have just spent some days in the company of a young man on a
geveral years Monash University grant to study aspects of bird life
at Wallaby Creek, Tooloom. We discussed the abundance of species as
indicated for the area in "Birds and Where to Find Them New South
Wales"” by Roy W. Wheeler in which individuals and organizationa have
added nine species since publication. With his assistance I

confirmed a tenth addition, and, with visitors from Brisbane an
eleventh addition. '

It is noticeable that tourists, naturalists, official and semi-
official visitors know little of the flora, avifauna, science and
other attractions of Wallaby Creek, Tooloom, except what has been
indicated about mammals by John H. Calaby.

Tt should be noted that the remarkable bird list is from a
catchment area of 10,000 - 12,000 acres only. Experts such as Mr.
Alex G. FPloyd, to whom you refer in your letter would, remarkably
expand my meagre layman's flora list indicated in my correspondence
about Wallaby Creek

2.
Similarly, other experts would greatly expand my incomplete listing
of other attractions.

While purchase money is a problem, I feel that the freehold land-
owners should receive a proper price. Each property seems to have
differing factors and circumstances and, therefore, a different
value.

In order of priority relative to the viability of the proposal,
such freehold properties seem to me to be (1) J.K. Mulcahy's (2} J.M.
Hayes' (3) B.J. Hayes' and (4) perhaps E.D. Bell's. Parts of other
properties have been suggested, but seer unnecessary.

There is land to the North, East and West of the J.K. Mulcahy
property (ideally, all of it within the catchment area) whether it

/2



2.

be called Crown, Forestry in Lease Land, which is an essential addition
to the freehold lands.

Therefore, I respectfully request information as to the areas other
than the freehold lands that are plamned for inclusion in the Wallaby
Creek, Tooloom, Nature Reserve.

‘ Yours faithfully,
(sgd.) - Milton Trudgeon

Carbon copies to Mr, R.B. Duncan, M.L.A., the Gould League Council of
N'SIW-.
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The Gould leasue of Naw South Lales (f c el h‘,__;s -

The hildlife of Wellaby Oveck; Tgoloam Heb.d, B
From J.H.veleby's "Lomials of the Uppor Michrond ond Vlarence ifivers,N.S5.H.
Division of nildlifv Hesversh Tochnicel Puper Jolit, C.6.1.h.u. 1966,

3

"The richness of the nammal fauna in both spucies und numbers in the axed surveysd
in remarkablejit is the richesy in species evuy rcporied fron any arsg of sorpar-
able size in Australia. Forty-five species of mative catmals and sevon wild intr-
oducod mammals (inoluding the dingo} were found. The lint will probzbly be extended
in the future, at loast for the bat speciuvs. The occourrence of el:ven Lumhora cf
the Kangaroo family in such & small arca ir uspuoially notoworthy. Imn et least two
areas of 2,000 acres or lees, ten of them tould b. secn," .
dallaby Ureek, Tooloom, is ono of ihs sbove-nontioned areags, ) ! !
John Calaby, scicntist, ecologist nnd consorvationist,has subtly onamouflagod thé
pin-pointing of his rarovet nammal finds and thoir exact habitat. Als2e, curiocua
naning of tho dowmstreasm Tooloom Rivayr as "Uppor Tooldor” and"Pooloom Soyud™ road
~81gnd on ceparate rein-forcsic ten to twunty rmdilos spaxt, nave baid divadends in
saving ommmals from potuntial dospoilurs. o
Now that the veil hae buen 1ifted in %he Arive to .otablish a Netionmal Park, it ig
¢ssential that the guncral pudlio, local and gévirnrent and tae, governmoat Cnouro
absolute protection from deepollers not cnly $e the mammals, but to ths equelly
romarkablc bird population and the¢ other ervaturds, flowirs, plantse &nd tge.o,
l.oreovur, over thesu animaleo, of vhaon rany aor, arv flosh-iatiwg and omnd roroas
than is genurally known, bovers it drvadful throet of polsom, uspeoially 1050,
Wlth these scientifiowlly rrovon stronghoids of rich feuns at stake, darg wo uha
poisons such as 108u until gemdletc investigation of cll taeir urfieoto suth oe
press ruports of “chain—death" ol&ims of Faupa orport David Flaay, Vest Barleigh
and reports of many 6ther people dnoluding R,.W.Tomkins, Billarim, via Tbniutfi01£,
and ..Liongl Bigg, Swellewficld, avar armidslo. '
Through a roughly sovun milos long by threc miles wide ¢atontint area, uwalilesy Grov,
scven mileos from Urbenville in noftusorn .5, ekptics inte Tooloom Uruck o $ribube
ary of tho Claronce River, Yallaby Cru.k heads in & horsusho. formution runnattg
south from tho 3,500 foot high Biaury .arge, whiok rung morth-oesy fa sou dewesdy,
from ¢ho LoPherson .wnge. About helf of Wellnby Oruek Yo port of the land.e and
Boaury State rorest Bo.2. Dhe catobreny wrva is boundod by iall puctlypty woodland
or "forest", oxocpt for suviral milea of rain-forcst or'se wb” tg thu weo. and nyrth
whiro Tooloom sorxrub dipe in and out of thd b.sd of liallaby Cruuk.pdrdlar cin~rorcat
runs back and forth on th. eBstern rim of the horsushoe foymatien onding pn o ta
acro potch on the easturn top sud cidv of Wallaby lich. The ruin—forual wdgoe &TQ,
usually thick mepssos of shiubs end vimca, The Oreun Heb was isolated gressland
bufore white occoupation of about 120 y.ars ego, In wWallaby Crook valloy a patoh
of about luu acros of rain-forust and anoth.r of about 40 coyus and purcrous 2OrG
to half-acrc patchus are set in tho cucalypt doainated tall wocdland af Stpte Porcat
State Forost Luasce and private propertics. Tne patehes of "serub” very fpon cush
othur in tru.s, plants and fauna. Buside cae large patoh of roin-forest I o patoh
of Blu. UGum dominated wut sclerphyll tall woodland., Thore 23w oome pstoelc: of talld
woodland which resuvmbles the contact line of "esrud" and “"forsst”, Such a gontzod
line of about thrue acres has boen uscd by Boll ftdger colapy for at loaat twuaty
years., secently, & sucond Buell ldpoer coleny vwas formed suveral mijes scutlh of tho
first. Some of the tr.us, underbruck, vines ond grassee foupd in she oxig mol Beid
Liner colony have buun astoriamked later. The rain-foreot growa GUe$ly on red "
chocolate basaltic woile. The'soryb® is & dunse stand of trecs, gunoxally vith o
strate of undorbrush, 4 middle and top strata of trestops join in an intorlacing
canopy rathor likc an alternating sories of uppor and lower open umbirellaa,
dillside and valloy-floor scdimentry and light basaltic coils produds, whure Ticber
Stand Improvement has not tekun place, tae $all woodland or "foyost" demansted hy
cucalypts whoso tops muut or slmoat moct over & lowor stand of too edme or other
trcess  No map has comu to hand of the-upper stream and tributarics of Yalloby
Creok. Thesoe details I have pletted into the blenk spacces of parish mepa, Thedo
like the Wild Cattle Greck tributary, which is shown on the paTich nxpa, have
abundant basalt bouldors and oontain sondaton., whala, ironstuny, cengluleyuln,
coal, putrified wood, orystal, jaspcr snd ranganceo. Thort uxe somu small dopoudts
of lirusgono. A waterfoll on 3 ¥.U, tributary fioturue rresouros agd flows in 1ts
basalt walls which havs enthralled porheps tho anly goologlst to seo them. Thoeeo
vifocts ere repoatod on & 4rondor sealc in the Roek Bill ralls just over thu New.
eide of Wallaby Crock catohrent arca, HNorthAeim bynonlands hold ewamps of up te
seventy -fivue yards dizmotor which attrnet watur-birds., Femohlamd lank growth sach
an kative Sorghum is & hebitat for izy Krens.
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(2) .
Beef cattle grazing properties in the middle revachss and Forestry leases show
intelligent Timber Stand Improvement, while the dairy farms of lower reaches hava
led to crops, pastures and savannah woodland appearance from a not overdone reduc-
tion of trees. Buchfives ard burning--off hLeve bocn infrequuat, »ith the bottom
valley straddled by these conscrvationisgt fariers and graziers and the nobthern
track and tracts under the enlishtened control of The Forcstry Ccmmission and its
leaseholders., Frecdom from bush™ires; centrelled bufning off and thick belts of
many miles of Stato FPorest to “he north-east and south-vest have pruserved abund=-
ant wildlife. Moreovur, intruders and destroyers are dissuaded by the Ro-gh
Scaled Snake, knorn locally oe the "Clarsnce River Rough", Golden-crowmad; Suelil-
eyed, Red-bellied Black, White-crcwned, Broad-heeded, Black--hoaded, [wo-collarcd
snakes and Yellcu-faced Vhip Srakes idontifiod for Ned Heyees crd n2 by Allen Keast
and Harold Cogger at the Austroliar Musoum, Arcng otheyr z:ekes presented are King
Brown, Bandy Bandy, Brown Trec, Black-bellisd hamsh, Pytlozs and Stephen's Banded
snakes. Leeches, mites and ticks add their mea.ure of Aigeonfort,
From the forcgoing it may bz seen that tho varicd habitats and creatures of Wallaby
Creck are in the understanding hands of haster ¥Fewme» and tho people who farm,
graze and husband tho valley. Iy knowledge of the mammals of Wellaby Creck ccmos
from seeing them in their irild state, injurnd and being ter’ed by man, or after ‘
being killed by machines; cats and dogs. My list includes:~ Swemp, Scrub, Whip )
-tail and Red-necked Wallabies, Wallaroo, Grey kengaroo, Red-ncckeld and Red-logged ¢
Pademelons, Sugar, Dusky, Squirrel, Pigmy and Creater Glider, Ring-tail, Brush-
tailed and Short-—eared possums, Long-nos.d and Shorl-noscd Bandicoots, Koala.Tellow
—-footed Larsupial housec, Poloroo, Rufous Ret Xarioroo, drush-tailed Phascogaly,
Tiger Cat, ichidna, Platypus, Bush Rot, Swomp Rat, Black Rat, House Mouse, Rabvit,
Hare, feral Cat, Fox and Dings. Knowledgs of othor marsupials, flying foxes; bats
and rodents m2y be found in Tughnical Paper No.l0, or better still by personal
contact with *the author John Calaby. To mar.y pecple a list of treus revueal:s the
rocks; mincrals,wator; soil, inscets, fungii, orchids, lilics, animsls end birds on
ground about i% and on, o1 in, thie trunke and brenchos. Thoy sce the tree oo onen-
ing its heart figuratively, mystically ard litorally to house, protcct and feed 2
host of interesting and often precious living Shirgzs,., Perhaps they shelter the car-
nivorous, arborual Lastern Native Cat which T last saw in 1950 on Wallaby Craelr, ,
Tooloom, simiiar to the specics reccntly shot r~a hount Wamming and trapped at :
Nullamanna . Wondors iw themselves and -often gisnts, trees of tho Tall Woodlend
or "Forcst" includus:- Gruy Ircabark, *Grey Gun. Iloodwood, Tellow-wood,*Forest
Red Gum, White Gum, Grey Box,*Ncw kngland Ash, ~Brusa 3ox,*Rough-varked Apple, ‘
*Ribbon Gum, Yellow Box, uded QOak,*Sheoak, Black W.itle¢gwhite Mehogany,*Bat hin~ .
Coral ,*Sally liattle,*Hickory, luriajong,Bankeoia.
Trees of tho hain-forcst ox “Scrub" includes- Hoop Pino, Rore lahogany (Roscirood),
White Bouch, Crow's Ash {Feak), Rore Maplo(Pigeonber:: Ash), Red C.dar, Yellow
Carabecn; Sassafras, White Biich(Crab Avple), Brown Alder{Corkwood),Blush Tulip Oex,
(Black Jack), Brown Tulip vak(Booyoag),loze Satin Ash(Sour Cherry)¥Southorn Silky
vak, l'emarind, Silky Bcuch(N.S.W.haplo), Yelleir—rood,3ilver Ash{Cudgeric),Bangalow
Palm,Big-fruited Morton Bay Fig.*1,illy Pilly,*5andpapcr Fig, Umall--fruited Morton
Bay Fig,*Giant Stinging Trcc,Flame Troe, Pi%tonporum, Black Myrtle, Black FPlum, or
Black spplc, Black Tuak,*Macquaric Becch,*Whit: Ccdar, Dog Union and Ironwood.
Bordering the catchment aroa is a 28 fuct girth magnificent White Becch cstimajfed
to yield over 20,000 superficial fect of itimbew., Under -brusn includes:- Bleeding
Hcart, Kangaroco Lpple, Troe Tomato, Lemen, Croton, Midgiubil,*Scrub Poach, Wild
Lime,Serub Willow, Troc Yern,*Native Hibiscus and Native Daphne. Vines includo:-
Lantana, Passionfruit,*Cockspu», VWild Passionfruit, Wild Grapc, Yam,*wator Vinc,
*Native Wisteria,*Clematis,*Wild Strawberry,*wild Logahlberry, Small-flowered longa,
large-flowered Wongsa.- Ground Plantn includo:~*Cunjoevoi,¥Butterfly Orchid,*Maiden
Hair,*Brackcn Fern,*Wild Raspberry,*Hyacinth urchid and*kild Violet. Introduced
Urasses include:- #*Paspalum, Kikuyu, BRhodes Grass and Clovers. All listings are
prefaced by the word"includes" as nore are compleie. liuch could be made of Envomo-
logy, for cxamplc. A Professor Dumigan from Wricnsland University made many 2 find
of moths and inscc)s along thc northern vnd Veitern tops of tho Wallaby Creel catch-
ment area, lLiy wallaby Crock catchment area bird list contains many birds confir-
med by Ned, Jack, liargaret, Iris, Lorrainc and inn _{ayes and Gwen, Edward and John
Trudgeon. Hessrs Hayes have been residents since 1920, we rosided thore for five
years, 1946-50 and have holidayed there since at lecast ycarly. Systematic rccordings
began in 1955 and has continued to date. Ned llayes has added much to my Natural
delounoo knowludge and hag stronébbonoed wy oonyvit’ Loug About Oulidi1VAtLOR .
The size of this list is in kouping with the ract that the Bonalbo--based Gould
League campers recorded ovor 150 species of birds in a woek, an all-time rccord for
annual campers beginning in 1938 and covering most parts of N.S.W. Iy Wallaby
Creck, Tooloom, bird list covers only about 20 squarc miles but total 202. It
follows the order of"a Pocket List of Australian Birds" preparcd by P.J.Fullagar,
although some namcs very from the list and follcuy the arnold McGill Handliot
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for N,.5.W. Birds.
It includes:-
Grebes.l.

Littlc Grebe.

Darters.l.
Dartor.

Ibhises & Spoonbills. 4.

Yhite Ibis

trawv-necked Ibig
Royal Spoonbill
Yellow-billed Spoonbill

Hawkeos & bagless 9.
Crcsted tlawk
Black-shoulderod Kite
Whistling Kite

Groy Goshawk

Brown Goshawk

Collared Sparrowhawk
Little Eagle '~
Wedge-tailed Xagle
Swamp Harrier.

Plovers. 3.
Spur-winged Plovor
Banded Plover
Black-fronted Dotterci.

Pigeons & Dovos, 1l.
Red-crowned Pigeon
Purple-crowned Pigeon
Woumpoo Pigcon
Top-knot Pigeon
thito~-headed Pigeon
Brown Pigeon
Bar-shouldered Dove
Peaceful Dove
Grecn-winged Pigeon
Crested Pigeon
Wonga Pigeon.
Swifts.l.
Spine-tailed Swift

Bev—caters.l,
Rainbow-bird.

Rollers.l.
Doliar-bird,

Pittas,l.
Noisy Pitta.

Cuckoo-shrikes.H.

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike

Little Cuckoo-shrike
Cicada~bird
White-winged Trillor
Varicd Trillor.

Thrushes,l.

Ground (Mountain) Thrush.

Babblers. 4.
Spinc-tailed Logrunner
Spotted Quail-~thrush
Grey-crownod Babbler
saptorn Whipblrd.

Larpe-billed Scrub-wren,

Brown Weebill,
Speckled Warbler,

TomeE TR 47 T e e P e B TR TR Ty T

(3)

Pelicanu,.l.
Pelican.

Herons. 7.
¥hite-nccked Heron
Lhito~faced Heron
White Egrct

Plumed Lgret

Little Lgret
Kankcen Night Horon
Black Bittern

Falcong. 5.
Peregrine lFalcon
Greoy Falcon
Little Falcon
Nankoon Kestrel
Brown Havk.

Ralls,brakes & Wator-hons,4.

Cormorants.4.
Black Cormorant
Little Black Cormorant
Pied Cormorant.
Littlo Piod Cormorant.

Swans Gocse & Ducks
Plumod Treo Duck
Black Swan
Black Duclc
Grey Teeld
White-oycd Duck
Manod Goose.

lhound-nesting Birds., l.

Banded Landrail
Dusky hoorhen
wastern Svemphen
Coot.

Turnstonos,Sandpipers & Snipe.

Brush Turkey.

Phesants & Quails. la
Brown Quail.

Button Quails. 2.
Biack~breoasted Quail.
Paintod Qieil.

Ouls.l.

Japancee (4ustralian) Snipe.

Cuckoos, 8,
Pallid Cuckoo
Brush Cuckco
Pan~tailed Cuckoo

Golden Bronze-cuckoo

Powerful Owl
Booboolr uwl
Barn 041,

Frogmouthsel,

Tawny Frogmouth.

orsflela(narrov—bllled)Bronze—cuukoo.

Keol

Channal-%illed Cuckoo
Pheosaht Coucal.

Owlet Nightjare.l.
Owlet Nightjar.

Nightjars,l.
White-~throated Nightjar.
Klngfl shers 04 .

szurc Kingfisher
Laughing Kookaburra
Foreat Kingfisher
Sacred Kingfisher.
Swallovus.4.
White-backed Swallow
Welcome Swallaow

Trec liaxtin

Fairy HMartin

Warblers.20.
Tailor-bird

Reed Varblex

Rufous Songlark

Bluc VUren

Variugated Vron
Rcd~backed Wren
Southern Emu Wren
Whito-throated Warbler
Brown Warbler

Striated Thornbill
J4ttlc thornhill

Brown Thornbill
Buff-tailed Thornbill
Yellow-tailed Thornbill
white=browoed Scrub-wren
Buff-brecasied Scrub-wren

Yellow--throated Scrub-wren

Lovikoots, Cockatoos &
Parrots. 13.

Rainbow Lorikoet
Scaly~breasted Lorikeet
Iusk Lorikeet
Little Lorikeet
Yollow~tailed Blﬁ%

Glossy Black Cockatoo
White Cockatoo

(alah

King Parrot

Crimson Rosolla
Lastern Rosella
Budgerygah.

Pipits & Wagtails.l.
Pipit (Grounu~lark)

Flycatchers.l4.

Jacky Winter

Scarlet RHobin

Rosc Robin

Hoodod Robin

Northern Yellow Robin
Pale Yellow Robin
Grey Fantail

Rufous Fantail
Willie~Viagtail

Leaden Flycatcher
satipn  flycmicher
Restless Flyocatchor
Black-facod Flycatcher
Spectacled Flycatcher

ockatoo
Red-tailed Bl wk Cockatoo
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Whigtlors, 4. . Wcavar-Finchos, 6. .
Golden Whistlher Diamond Firotail (diamond sparrow) S
Rufcus Whietler . Zebra Finch '
Grzy Shrikoe-Thrush Banded Finch
Iantorn Shrike-Tit, Chestnut-bruastod Finch
liuthatohos & Sittellas. 1. nod-brovod Finch
QOrange-winged Sittella OUSe SparrowW.
Trec-Crecpers. 3. gz?§%$§lﬂiL :
Brown Trec-creepers oltiinch. .
Red -browed Trec-crecper Oriolos & Figbirds.2, .
White-throated Trec- crovper 0live-backed Oricle g
Fl ower—pockers.5., Southorn F1gb1rd. -
Iiistlotoe~bird Drongos. 1,
Eastern Striatcd Pardelote Spangled Drongo.

Striated Pardalotc
Black-headsd Pardaloto
Spotted Pardelote.

Nagpic-Larks,l.
Pecwee (Mudlark)

Australian Choughs & Agpstlo-blrds.l.
White-winged Chough.

-

Silvercyes. 1.
Grey-backod Silvercyc.

-

q 4 1 Woodswallows, 3.
oncycaters. 17. White~breastod Wood—Swallow

Scarlet Honcycator
hite-b d d-
Black Honoyoator(aftcr fircs of 1957) gu:k; Wzggfswgiﬁowswallow

Lewin Honeycater

Fuscous Hoeneycater Lustralian Magpics & Butcher-birds.4.
Ycllow-faced Honcyecater * Pied Currawong

White-ocared Honeycator Pied Butchur-bird

Yellow-tufted Honeyeator Grey Butcher~bird

White-plumed Honeycator Black-backed lagpic,

White-naped Honeyeatcr
Black—chinnod Honcyeatcr
Brown~hcaded Honecycater
Fastern Spinebill

Bell lMiner

Blug-faced Honeycater - Birds-of-Paradisc,l.
Keisy Friar-bird Paradise Rifle-bird.
Littic PFriar-bird.

Bower-birds, 3.-
Ureon Catbird
Rogent Bower-bird
Satin Bowor-bird

Crovug.2.

Raven

Crow,

Eager, compctuat 1967 Bonalbo--buscd Gould League campurs helped confirm suveral
birds in thc above list. There are other unlisted birds whosc absolute identific-
ation would nced the confirming obsorvations of an expert or oxperts. We are oppo-
sed to shooting or trapping for identification; preferring these birds to remain
intriguing question marks, until in fullness of timo. their identification is made
by other neans. No Lyrcbird graces Wallaby Creck, Tooloom, but Norris in "The
Emu", June 1964, claims a sighting just outside the catchment area.

i short distance as the crow fliss, across the Koreelah Valley you could sce and
hear that brilliant dancer; mimic and singer, the Albert Lyrebird, whicl I am now
currently studying. VWallaby Creek, Tooloom, is & wildlife paradise for natural
science lovers and ecologists, Let us guard it from the dangors that beset it.

It is set in am almost cmbarra531ng woelth of other scenic beauty and other natural
science wonders. He may best guard and preserve its unique wealth by making it

a National Park or thc nucleus of a National Park.



